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University of Central Lancashire (“the University”) is very much appreciative of the 
valuable contribution made by external advisers within its c urriculum  approval and 
review processes.  This booklet seeks to provide you with additional information 
regarding the University’s internal quality assurance and enhancement processes . It 
is hoped that this information will assist you in undertaking your role during 
curriculum approval  and review events. 
 
 
 
This booklet is produced by Academic Quality Unit and any comments and 
suggestions for improvement should be submitted to courseapproval@uclan.ac.uk . 
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Panels seek general assurance of the capacity and expertise of staffing teams, based upon CVs of staff 
received, to deliver the curriculum as designed. Any concerns about capacity or expertise of staff should 
be referred to the school or partner institution as a recommendation however shall not normally prevent 
approval of the curric ulum from taking place unless in exceptional circumstances.  
 

4  AUTHORITY AND COMPOSITION OF PANELS 

Responsibility for curriculum approval resides with Academic Quality and Standards Committee through its 
University Review Panel (URP) which operates with delegated authority for academic approval of 
curriculum. URP is a body of suitably experienced Univer sity academic and senior professional services 
staff from whom curriculum approval panels are convened. Membership of the panel is by application and 
members receive training to fulfil their role. Curriculum approvals may be conducted jointly with 
professional/statutory bodies.  
 
Curriculum approval panels will be sufficiently independent from the proposing school or partner 
institution and will always comprise a majority of academic members. Care is taken to ensure that panels 
are not comprised of participants from a single school, to facilitate a var
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5  YOUR ROLE AS AN EXTERNAL ADVISER 

As an external advisor, your role is crucial in providing independent subject expertise, helping the panel 
assess the quality of provision, comparing it with similar program mes at other institutions, and ensuring 
students are well-prepared for future careers. You play a key part in maintaining curriculum parity with 
other universities, aligning it with subject benchmarks, and verifying the expertise needed for effective 
delivery. In certain cases, your input may be provided through correspondence.  





 

7 
 

world learning components. It ensures the panel has a comprehensive 
understanding of the curriculum design, implementation, and 
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Additionally, for events which include an element of collaborative provision with a partner, the following 
documents may be required:  
 

 

Title Purpose 
Partner Curriculum 
Resource Audit Form  

Contains information on the planned operation of the partnership with 
respect of delivery of the curriculum.  
 
Also either supplements or is in lieu of an in -person tour of facilities at a 
partner institution. Contains details of learning resources, facilities and 
hardware at the delivery location proposed for the curriculum 
presented.  
 
Overview of the roles and responsibilities of the partner and UCLan for 
the curriculum and its operation.  
 
This provides a panel with assurance that relevant aspects of the 
delivery have been considered, to ensure smooth operation of the 
partnership and ultimately an excellent student experience.  

Module Teaching 
Schemes 

Per module information on how delivery will operate, inc8 559.3191 Tm
[(p)5.5 /P <</i63 
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will be recorded as conditions so that the University has evidence to demonstrate that the required action 
has been taken. Recommendations refer to advice which course teams may consider for the future 
development of the course and are to be responded to as part of the University’s annual quality assurance 
processes. 

 

10  CONTINUOUS QUALITY ASSURANCE AND ENHANCEMENT 

 
Course Review and Monitoring  
The purpose of the course review and monitoring process is to aid schools in their pursuit of excellence 
and improvement of quality. The process requires course teams to review, monitor and enhance their 
course throughout the academic year, and produce actions at the three specified census points. The 
actions should be i nformed by team discussions and key metrics. The actions are monitored by the school 
and schools are required to provide updates via their school assurance report to University Academic 
Quality Standards Committee.  
 
Interim Review 
The purpose of interim review is primarily to provide an opportunity for the Course Team to undertake a 
critical appraisal of a new course/subject after the first year of operation and, if appropriate, to amend the 
course content or teaching, learning and assessment strategies in the light of the course delivery.  Interim 
Review is a University led process and follows the guidance provided in the Threshold Criteria for 
Curriculum 
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6 Up to 2 / 40 credits from a maximum choice of 4  

 
7 (incl. integrated Masters)  2 / 40 credits from a maximum choice of 4  

These maximums can rise through justification, e.g. options shared between courses that can demonstrate an 
increase in efficiency. 
 
4. Options that are advertised to students must be delivered irrespective of student numbers so the design 
team must be confident that any options provided are efficient in terms of cost, and effective in terms of 
student experience.  
 
5. Award titles must conform to the following minimum subject specific credit per level:  
 

Level  Minimum course -specific credit  
3 0 
4 0 encouraged fully -shared with other pathways 
5 40 
6 40 
7 60 
7 (integrated Masters)  40 

 
6. UG provision should normally include a sandwich year, and a Study Abroad option.  
 
7. There should normally be an even distribution of learning and summative assessment across the 
semesters (ideally 60 credits of learning and assessment per semester). 
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